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Notification for Process of Affiliation of Nursing Institutes / 

programmes without INC permission 

The nursing institutions which commenced before 2005 had the criteria of 

obtaining permissions from Indian Nursing Council, New Delhi and 

Maharashtra Nursing Council for starting a nursing institution to impart diploma 

nursing courses. The Suitability Certificate issued by Indian Nursing Council 

was valid for a period of three years or was considered valid till the next 

inspection. Maharashtra Nursing Council after issuing the first permission letter, 

the inspections were carried out till one batch passes out and then inspection 

was done once in every three years. 

The Indian Nursing Council evolved with the concept of obtaining 

Essentiality Certificate Government Resolution as a prerequisite to starting a 

nursing course. Based on this decision, The Government of Maharashtra issued 

a Government Resolution dated 21st March 2005 stating the process of 

commencement of a Nursing institution who wish to offer diploma nursing 

courses. The said GR was in force till the judgement was passed by Hon’ble 

High Court, Bombay in PIL 72/ 2013 striking down the clause of obtaining GR 

as a final prerequisite.  

The institutions in the State of Maharashtra has complied to all the 

requirements as per the timely directives of state Government, Indian Nursing 

Council and Maharashtra Nursing Council. Then in the year 2012, Indian 

Nursing Council made it mandatory on the nursing institutions to obtain 

continuation of affiliation by complying to the process of Renewal of validity. 

The proposals submission was tedious as the institutions had to again approach 

Maharashtra Nursing Council as the proposal was to be forwarded through the 

State Nursing Council.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

This whole process led to agitation among the nursing institutions across 

the country and various cases were filed in different courts including the Apex 

Court of the country. 

Case Laws: 

Special Leave Petition (C ) No.9 of 2014, filed by Nutan Kumari & 

others v/s State of Bihar & others, Supreme Court passed the judgement dated 

2nd May 2014 that Indian Nursing Council has no authority to grant recognition 

as far as ANM course is concerned. 

In Writ Application Nos. 2033 of 2004 filed by Union of India & 

anothers v/s KMJ College of Nursing, Hon’ble Supreme Court has upheld the 

judgement passed by Division Bench, Hon’ble High Court, Karnataka dated 13th 

April 2005 that it is not obligatory to obtain recognized or approval from Indian 

Nursing Council. 

In Writ Application Nos. 787, 788, 791 and 796 of 2010 filed by K. 

Velayudhan Memorial Trust v/s State of Kerala, Hon’ble Supreme Court in its 

landmark judgement dated 8th June 2010 has upheld the decisions of various 

High Courts stating that prior approval of the National Council are ultravires. 

Recognition or approval of institutions is essentially the function of the State 

Nursing Council.  

In W. P Nos. 25355- 25357 of 2017 (EDN) combined with others, filed 

by Karnataka State Association of the Management of Nursing and Allied 

Health Science institutions & others v/s Union of India & others, Hon’ble High 

Court, Karnataka passed its judgement dated 24th July 2017 that Indian Nursing 

Council has no authority to grant recognition to nursing institutions. 

In Civil Appeal Nos. 12759- 12761 of 2017, filed by Karnataka State 

Association of the Management of Nursing and Allied Health Science 

institutions & others v/s Indian Nursing Council & others, Hon’ble Supreme 

Court  passed judgement dated 11th September 2017 that Indian Nursing 

Council has no authority to grant recognition to the institutions imparting 

nursing course and restrained them from publishing on its website, the materials 

that are indicative. 

 

 



 

 

Considering the seriousness of the above caselaws, and on request from 

institutions across Maharashtra, Council in  its General Body Meeting dated 8th 

September 2017 resolved to uphold the above decisions and implement in the 

State of Maharashtra from the A. Y. 2017 for all the Nursing courses under 

intimation to State Government of Maharashtra and universities and 

scholarships granting authorities.  

So all the affiliated nursing institutions across Maharashtra who are 

running Undergraduate, Graduate and Post graduate nursing courses are hereby 

requested to adhere to the above judgements.  All the guidelines for 

implementation of Nursing courses should be strictly followed as laid down by 

Indian Nursing Council. The orders of Supreme court abides on all as the Law 

of the land.  

With Warm Regards 

         

I remain , 

         

         Registrar 
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